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LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

Place of Meeting:

Room 434

Committee Chairman:

Date Meeting Held: 2/4/72
Hour Meeting Held: 1:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Magnus Aasheim

MINUTES OF THE EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
SUBJECT OF MEETING: Work on Rough-Draft Proposal

Roll Call:

Magnus Aasheim, Chairman
Jerome T. Loendorf, V. Chairman
Grace Bates
Daphne Bugbee
Jerome J. Cate
George Harper
Torrey B. Johnson
Robert Lee Kelleher
John H. Leuthold
Richard A. Nutting
Arlyne E. Reichert
Mae Nan Robinson
Miles Romney
Carman Skari

Present
Present
Present
Present--absent (evening)
Absent--present (evening)
"Present
Present
Present——
Present
Present_______
Present_______
Present_______
Present_______
Present

INTERESTED PERSONS TESTIFYING:
Name
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Grady Walton
Roy Hayworth
Archie Wilson
Jim Felt
Robert Kelleher

Occupation or Title

Interested citizen, Helena
Student, Missoula
Delegate, Hysham
Delegate, Billings
Delegate, Billings

February 4, 1972
1:30 p.m.
Chairman Aasheim called the meeting to order, and roll call was taker
DELEGATE PROPOSAL #123—Delegate Jim Felt (sponsor) explained his
proposal. Discussion followed.
DELEGATE PROPOSAL #101—Delegate Bob Kelleher (sponsor) explained
his proposal. Discussion followed.

WITNESS
Giady Walton, interested citizen from Helena, spoke in favor of a
unicameral system for Montana.

Delegates Harper and Nutting presented their sub-committee reports,
(see attached hereafter).
Size--Si'e of the legislature was discussed.
Bugbee moved that there
be a lower limit of 75 set for the unicameral report. Motion carried.
Objections to the motion were that a smaller number of legislators
would make it harder to man committees, specific numbers shouldn't be
in the constitution, and there wouldn't be adequate representation
with that small a figure.
It was moved that the senate shall consist of not more than forty
nor less than thirty and the house of not more than eighty nor less
than sixty. Motion carried. Objections were that big cities would
run the state legislature because of the smaller size of the legis
lature. A substitute motion to reduce the Senate size to 30-50
and House to 60-100 was defeated (5 against, 6 for).

Election and terms of members—It was moved that 4-year staggered terms
for the unicameral proposal be accepted. Motion carried.
(3 against)
Qualifications--It was moved that this section read "Legislators shall
be qualified voters and residents of the state for at least one year
and six months in the district preceding election." Motion carried
(5 against).

WITNESS-- Roy Hayworth, student from University, Missoula, testified
in behalf of residency requirements in districts.

Compensation--Moved that wording be "salary commission shall be
created". Passed.
Sessions--Motion was made that the legislature should meet at least
once in each biennium. Motion defeated (4 against). Motion was
made that "The Legislature shall in regular sessions as determined
by law." Passed.

Witness--Delegate Archie Wilson, representative from Executive Com
mittee, spoke on the executive veto.
It was decided that our com
mittee will submit a statement to the Executive Committee on the
Legislative Committee feelings on the veto.
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Time adjourned:
6 p.m.
It was the
the constitutional convention shall
first session of legislature on the
it by law shall appoint a different
recessed until 7:30 p.m.

sense of the committee that
fix the first meeting of the
second Monday in January unless
day.
Passed.
The Committee

7:30 p.m.

Vacancies—Nutting moved that the section read "A vacancy in the
Legislature shall be filled for the unexpired term as provided by
law.” Motion passed.
Immunity--It was moved that the section on immunity be adopted as
is in bicameral proposal. Motion passed.

Conflict of Interest--Cate moved that section read "A code of ethics
for all elected officials and employees of the state and its sub
divisions prohibiting conflict between public duty and private
interests shall be prescribed by law." Motion carried.
Skari moved that we adopt the concept of Subsection 2, section 10
(unicameral proposal) but change the wording so candidate shall
disclose financial interests and sources of income at time of filing.
Motion carried.
(7 for, 4 against)
Cate moved that chairman appoint Loendorf, Harper, and Cate to write
this section up legally. Motion carried.
Moved that Subsection 3, Section 10 (unicameral proposal) be adopted
as written.
Motion carried.

Organization and Procedure--Motion made that committee adopt wording
of Section 11 of bicameral proposal but strike the word "final".
Motion passed.
Substitute motion that section 11 read that "Each house shall be the
final judge of the election and qualifications of its members."
Motion failed.

Substitute motion that "eac1 house shall be the judge of the election
and qualifications of its members." Motion withdrawn.

It was the sense of the committee that a candidate for state legis
lature who has been denied the right to serve does not have the
recourse to the state courts.
Motion that Section 11 read "Each house shall judge the election and
qualifications of its members and may by law vest in the courts the
trial and determination of contested elections of members." Passed.
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Motion to read in Section 11 "It shall choose its officers from amon_
its members, make rules for its proceedings, may expel or punish a
member with the concurrence of 2/3 of all its members, and keep a
journal of its proceedings." Motion passed.

Motion made to keep Subsection 2, Section 11, of the unicameral
proposal as written. Passed.
Motion made to delete Subsection 3, Section 11, of the unicameral
proposal. Passed.
Motion made to keep Subsection 4, Section 11, of the unicameral
proposal. Much discussion followed.
Substitute motion made that this section be deleted.

Motion failed.

Substitution motion made that "Legislature shall provide public
notice of hearings for public testimony as practicable." Motion
failed.

Nutting moved that section read "Notice of all public hearings
shall be established by joint resolution."
Reichert made substitute motion that "At least 3 days notice of
public hearings shall be provided with a statement of subjects as
the committee so desire." Motion failed.
(6 against, 5 for)

Johnson made substitute to substitute motion to say "Public notice
of committee hearings must be given." Tie vote--Motion failed.
Loendorf moved to delete section 5.

Motion failed (6 against, 5 yes)

Moved that section 5 be left as is until the public hearing.
passed.

Motion

Committee discussed Subsection 6, Section 11. Moved that this
section be adopted but strike the words "between legislative sessions."
Motion passed.

Bills—Moved that Subsection 1, Section 12 (unicameral proposal) be
retained as is. Mosion carried.
Moved that Subsection 2, Section 12 {unicameral proposal) be retained
as is. Motion carried.
Moved that Subsection 3, page 16, of bicameral proposal be accepted.
Motion failed (chairman and vice chairman voted against).

Moved that Subsection 3, Section 12 (unicameral proposal) be retained
as is. Motion carried.
Subsection 4, Section 12 (unicameral proposal) was discussed. Vice
chairman noted that Section 33 of the original constitution would
then be deleted.
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Moved that Subsection 4, Section 12, read as "No biJi, except
general appropriation bills, and bills for the codification and
general revision of the laws, shall be passed containing more than
one subject. A failure to comply with this provision shall not be
subject to judicial review one (1) year after publication of the
act. Bills for appropriations shall be confined to appropriations."
Motion carried.

Moved that Subsection 5, Section 12 (unicameral proposal) be re
tained as is. Motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 p.m.
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